Dear Spring Harbor Neighbors,

Now that spring is here, you may see cats around our neighborhood.  Being a volunteer with both Dane Co Humane Society and Dane Co Friends of Ferals and a member of Audubon, I would like to mention our feline friends.  For those of you who let your cats out, I would encourage you to keep them indoors or in safely outdoors in your back yard (see our Do It Yourself cat fence with instructions and photos at www.jeffinnakari.weebly.com).  Cats who freely roam outdoors face hazards such as being hit by cars, fights with strays, dogs, other wild animals (yes we do have coyotes and foxes), being picked up by mean people and tortured, exposure to diseases and parasites.  Cats also are a nuisance in neighborhood gardens, sandboxes, and are a factor in the decline of native songbirds. Additionally, a free roaming cat with no tag or microchip can be easily mistaken by a stray and picked up by Madison Animal Control.  If the cat has a habit of disappearing for days and the owner does not claim it, Animal Control/Humane Society only holds it for 7 days.  After that period, in the best case the cat can be placed for adoption, and in the worst case, euthanized (1 pet every 8 seconds according to the Humane Society of the US).  

As you walk around the neighborhood, get to know your block cats.  If you see an unfamiliar animal that is skittish and afraid, it may be a stray or a feral cat.  It is imperative to get this animal out of street, so that it is not breeding, being exposed to hazards or being a neighborhood nuisance.  You can work with animal control or give me a call and I can connect you with people who can help you live trap the cat.  There are several programs in the Dane County area that will trap, sterilize/vaccinate and adopt stray/feral cats.  Over 85% of the stray/feral cats that come to Friends of Ferals are adopted into indoor homes. Once these cats are rescued from the harsh life of the streets, they become friendly and loving companions.  The truly unsocialized ferals, are sterilized vaccinated and rehomed to be barn mousers, with the landowner guaranteeing them food and shelter for life.  

With your help, I hope that Spring Harbor Neighborhood will care for its owned cats and be proactive in reducing the population of any feral or stray felines.  For more information or questions, or to come and see our cat fence, please contact me, Inna Larsen, ivlarsen@wisc.edu, 236-0468. More cat resources are available at my website www.jeffinnakari.weebly.com under Cat Links

Local Laws, Shelters and Resources

If you Found a Stray or Lost a Pet

· http://www.giveshelter.org/sitemgr/found_a_stray 

· http://www.giveshelter.org/sitemgr/lost_pet 

· What is a feral cat:  http://www.daneferals.org/info/display?PageID=1638 

· If you lost a pet, put a detailed description and photo on Craigslist (http://madison.craigslist.org/laf/ or in the pets section), call Madison Animal control 267-1989. WI State Journal will run a free ad - 252-6100, http://www.madison.com/service/advertiser/cls/ (Lost and Found is Category 170), and contact the rescue organizations listed below to see if an animal has come in. 
City of Madison Cat Laws

· http://www.publichealthmdc.com/environmental/animal/cat.cfm 

· Cats must wear owner identification tags. 
· Cats must be leashed when off owner's property. 
· Cats must not be allowed to run-at-large or trespass on public or private property. 
Local Rescue Organizations 

· Dane Co Humane Society – www.giveshelter.org – Spay/Neuter Programs, microchipping: http://www.giveshelter.org/sitemgr/snap 

· Dane Co Friends of Ferals – www.daneferals.org 
· Shelter from the Storm - http://members.petfinder.org/~WI209/index.html  Spay me and microchip Clinic – www.spayme.com 

· Angel’s Wish – www.angelswish.org 

· Country Animal Haven - http://countryanimalhaven.org/ 

· WI Spay/Neuter info - http://animalfriendlywi.org/spaywi/default.aspx and www.spaypets.net 

· Community Cat – tips on how to trap http://www.petfinder.com/shelters/WI353.html 

Cats Indoors Facts from Bird Organizations

         American Bird Conservancy Cats Indoors Campaign - http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/policy/cats/index.html 

         Audubon http://www.audubon.org/bird/at_home/SafeCats.html 

