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4 SPRING HARBOR DESIGN GUIDELINES 
�
�
These design guidelines have been 
inc luded  as rec ommend a tions in the 
neighborhood  p lan in order to help  
c ommunic a te neighborhood  p riorities 
for physic a l development on key 
c ommerc ia l sites w ithin the 
neighborhood .  They a re intended  to 
build  on the existing  City of Mad ison 
Urban Design Guidelines for Design 
Distric t # 6.  These guidelines follow the 
p rinc ip les of the City guidelines and  
c orresp ond ing ord inanc es, but add  
more spec ific  substanc e and  d irec tion 
for a reas w ithin the Spring  Harbor 
neighborhood .   
 
When imp lemented , the guidelines c an 
help  to c rea te a  sense of p lac e 
spec ific  to Spring  Harbor 
Neighborhood  as well as to the City of 
Mad ison.  The Spring  Harbor 
Neighborhood  is a  ga teway 
neighborhood  for the City, for both 
visitors passing through a nd  to 
everyda y c ommuters.  In add ition, 
University Avenue ac ts as both an 
urban a rteria l and  a  c onnec tion 
between two sides of a  neighborhood .  

The guidelines assist in fac ilita ting  both 
pub lic  and  p riva te improvements tha t 
w ill enhanc e these fea tures. 
Guidelines have been c rea ted  for 
three spec ific  sites, a  c ommunity mixed  
use d istric t and  Emp loyment (CMU and  
E), a  neighborhood  mixed  use d istric t 
(NMU), and  University Avenue Corrid or.  
In add ition, there a re overa ll guidelines 
tha t should  be inc orpora ted  into both 
the CMU and  NMU d istric ts.   
 
For the most pa rt, these guidelines a re 
d irec ted  towards redevelopment tha t 
w ill happen a long University Avenue.  
These guidelines a re a lso d irec ted  a t 
improving existing  c ommerc ia l 
p roperties a long University Avenue w ith 
improvements suc h as landsc ap ing, 
sidewa lk improvements, signage, and  
sha red  pa rking .   
 
Photographs have been p rovided  as 
examp les of good  design and  c rea tive 
solutions tha t should  be c onsidered  in 
the redevelopment and  rehab ilita tion 
p roc ess.   
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Overall Design Princ ip les 
(To be used  for a ll c ommerc ia l p roperties within the  
Sp ring  Harbor Neighborhood  Assoc ia tion) 
�

����
����
����

·  Provide high qua lity and  a ttrac tive build ings and  site 
designs tha t build  on the neighborhood ’ s role a s a  
ga teway to the City of Mad ison. 

 
·  Provide a  b uild ing  and  site design tha t ensures sa fety and  

sec urity for a ll users. 
 
·  Promote susta inab le build ing  and  design p rac tices. 
 
·  Provide entranc es a t the front of the build ing , where 

peop le c an enter from the street and  sidewa lk.   
 
·  Va ry roof and  faç ade designs to p rovide a rc hitec tura l 

interest. 
 
·  Disc ourage b lank monotonous wa lls w ith little deta il or 

va riety. 
 
·  Design a ll sides of b uild ings tha t a re visib le from p ub lic  

streets. 
 
·  Crea te build ings w ith deta ils and  p roportions tha t a re 

sc a led  to the pedestrian. 
 
·  Trash, utility, and  load ing doc ks should  be loc a ted  a t the 

rea r of the p roperty and  should  be sc reened  from view. 
 
·  Roof top  mec hanic a l support on build ings should  be 

sc reened . 
 
·  Redevelopment should  a dd  soc ia l, ec onomic , and  

aesthetic  va lue to the neighborhood . 
�

FIGURE 4.3 Wide sidewa lks a llow for 
added pedestrian amenities 

FIGURE 4.1  Build ings p lac ed 
next to the sidewalk make an 
invit ing pedestrian 
environment 

FIGURE 4.2  Benc hes and  shade 
trees a llow for pedestrians to 
rest as they walk a long the 
street 

FIGURE 4.4  Distinguishing fea ture, 
suc h as the above c loc k and  
wa lkway, help  to define the spac e for 
the visitor 
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FIGURE 4.7  Pedestrian c rossing should  be 
c learly identified  

Overall Design Princ ip les (Continued) 
 
·  Use c ompelling , informa tive, and  c onsistent signage. 
 
·  Signs should  be simp le a nd  easy to read . 
 
·  Provide open spac es and  green spac es in and  

a round  redevelopment sites tha t c omp lement the 
c ha rac ter of the neighborhood . 

 
·  Provide a ttrac tive landsc ap ing to estab lish a  “ green”  

c ha rac ter for a ll sites; enc ourage na tive spec ies. 
 
·  Provide a  landsc ape buffer between the 

development site and  existing  residentia l a reas.   
 
·  Preserve existing , ma ture, vegeta tion to the extent 

possib le. 
 
·  Promote site designs tha t w ill fac ilita te the 

improvement of Lake Mendota  water qua lity. 
 
·  Emphasize landsc ap ing and  build ings c loser to 

University Avenue and  Whitney Way.  Plac e pa rking  
stra teg ic a lly on the side of the site. 

 
·  Insta ll pedestrian amenities w ithin redevelopment sites 

to enhanc e the use and  c harac ter of these sites as 
neighborhood  ga thering  spac es. 

 
·  Crea te a ttrac tive wa lkways and  c onfigure sidewa lks 

so peop le feel sa fe and  c omfortab le.  Make sidewa lks 
w ide, visua lly appea ling , and  shaded . 

 
·  Provide sa fe, effic ient, and  c onvenient multi-moda l 

ac c ess to and  throughout redevelopment sites. 
 
·  Utilize ra in ga rdens to filter pa rking  runoff and  c ontrol 

stormwater d ra inage. 
�

FIGURE 4.5  A c lear, but visua lly engaging 
pa th should  c onnec t the reta il a reas of 
the neighborhood to the residentia l parts 

FIGURE 4.6  Faç ade varia tion and  attention to 
deta il, such as ba lc onies and  awnings,  help  
to b rake up  the mass of a  large build ing 

FIGURE 4.8  Simp le struc ture to hide trash b ins 
c an make a  la rge aesthetic  d ifference 
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Neighborhood Mixed Use����
(Properties ad jac ent to University Avenue from  
Norman Way to Cap ita l Avenue)��������

FIGURE 4.12  Potentia l public  
right of way design 

FIGURE 4.10  Windows a t street level, awnings, and  
qua lity materia ls a re a ll design elements that 
should  be c onsidered  during redevelopment 

Overall Design Princ ip les (Continued) 
 
·  Sidewa lks and  multi-use tra ils should  be p rovided  w ithin the site as should  c onnec tions 

to ad joining  residentia l a reas. 
 
·  Pa rking  lots should  be landsc aped  and  a reas for stormwater infiltra tion a re 

enc ouraged . 
 
·  Pa rking  lot lighting  should  be from “ d ownward -a imed”  sourc es to limit light pollution 

and  to minimize light sp ill onto ad joining  p roperties. 
 
·  Pa rking  a reas should  inc lude sidewa lks for sa fe pedestrian ac c ess to build ing  entranc es.  
 
·  Pa rking  for new build ings should  genera lly be loc a ted  a t the rea r and  on the sides of 

the build ing . 
 
·  For p roperties where front pa rking  cannot be removed , wa lkways, landsc a p ing, 

a rc hitec tura l fea tures, and  lighting  should  be p rovided  to make these a reas more 
a ttrac tive and  inviting .   

 
·  Shared  pa rking  a reas a re enc ouraged .  Whenever possib le, ad joining  pa rking  lots 

should  be linked  to p rovide interna l tra ffic  c irc ula tion.  Interna l wa lkways should  be 
p rovided  to interc onnec t pa rking  lots with build ing entranc es.  Driveways a long 
University Avenue should  be minimized  to improve tra ffic  flow and  reduc e pedestrian 
c onflic ts.   

�

·  Build ings should  be c lose to the street. 
 
·  New redevelopment should  p romote high qua lity build ing  

and  site design. 
 
·  Windows should  be used  a t the street level to enhanc e 

the pedestrian experience. 
�

FIGURE 4.9  Aesthetic a lly p leasing bus shelters add  
to the transit experienc e and  to the street aesthetic  

FIGURE 4.11  Pedestrian sc ale entranc es 
loc ated  on sidewa lks a re important 
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����
Community Mixed Use and Employment  
(Bounded  by the following: Eastern neighborhood  p lanning boundary to Perkin’s  
Restaurant and  from Old  Midd leton Road  to University Avenue)�
�

FIGURE 4.14  Permeab le surfac e parking lot that 
inc orporates stormwater 

·  Provide a  deta iled  master p lan for the Community Mixed  Use 
sites inc lud ing: c onnec tions to the neighborhood , pub lic  
ga thering  spac es, c oord ina ted  ac c ess and  interna l 
transporta tion networks, and  high qua lity build ings and  site 
design. 

 
·  Provide a  ba lanc e between build ings, pa rking , a nd  open 

pub lic  spac es w ithin the development. 
   
·  Emphasize landsc ap ing and  build ings, not pa rking , c loser to 

University Avenue and  Whitney Way and  interna l streets. 
 
·  Ma inta in an a ttrac tive “ green edge”  between ac tive street 

c orridors and  the development. 
 
·  Crea te an interna l street network tha t c onnec ts a ll uses. 
 
·  Promote tra ffic  c a lming fea tures to ensure pedestrian sa fety. 
 
·  Enc losed  pa rking  for new developments is enc ouraged . 
 
·  Promote sha red  pa rking  lots w ith interna l c irc ula tion between 

p roperties to limit c urb  c uts on pub lic  streets and  to limit the 
a rea  tha t needs to be used  for pa rking . 

 
·  Freestand ing signs should  be a rc hitec tura lly integra ted  with 

the build ing  and  inc orpora te d istinc tive a rc hitec tura l 
ma teria ls and  fea tures. 

FIGURE 4.13  Potentia l la rger development with 
wide sidewa lks and  pedestrian ac c ess 

FIGURE 4.15  Wide sidewa lks, storefronts at street level and  
p lac es for peop le to rest c reate an inviting, ac tive street 
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University Avenue Corridor 
(From Blac khawk Bridge on the east to Allen Boulevard  
 on the west) 
�
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Streetscape 
 
·  Street trees and  c onsistent landsc ap ing should  be p rovided  

in the terrac e on both sides of the street a long the entire 
c orridor. 

 
·  Whenever possib le, p lantings should  be p lac ed  a nd  

ma inta ined  in street med ians, simila r to East Washington 
Avenue. 

 
·  Dec ora tive street lighting and  banners should  line the entire 

street to welc ome peop le to the Spring  Harbor 
Neighborhood  and  the City of Mad ison. 

 
·  Benc hes, trash rec ep tac les, shade trees, and  other 

amenities should  be p lac ed  in stra teg ic  loc a tions 
(intersec tions, b us stops, etc ) to c rea te an a ttrac tive, 
engag ing p lac e for pedestrians. 

 
·  A ga teway sign tha t announc e the entranc e to the City of 

Mad ison should  be loc a ted  a t Allen Bouleva rd . 
 
·  Provide signage tha t d irec ts visitors, c ustomers and  residents 

to destina tions w ithin the neighborhood . 
 
·  Provide highly visib le ped estrian c rosswa lks for University 

Avenue.  Different ma teria ls, d ifferent c olors, and  lighting  
should  be used  to highlight c rosswa lks.   

 
·  Sidewa lks should  be loc a ted  on the entire southern side of 

University Avenue.  A multi-use tra il should  run the length of 
the street on the north side of University Avenue. 

 

FIGURE 4.16  An example of a  four lane 
road  separa ted  by a  landscaped 
med ian 

FIGURE 4.17  Inc reased landsc ap ing 
and  dec orative streetsc ap ing make this 
boulevard  an attrac tive thoroughfa re 

FIGURE 4.18  Separate fac ilities for 
transit users, pedestrians, and  b ic yc lists 
make this an ac tive a rteria l for many 
users. 

FIGURE 4.19  Wide boulevards c an be 
aesthetic a lly p leasing and  c an ac t as a  
pedestrian refuge for those trying to 
c ross the street  


