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SHNA Fall Membership Meeting
Tuesday, October 24 At 7:00 P.M.
Spring Harbor Middle School

Speaker: Johnny Winston, Jr., President,
Madison Metropolitan School Board

Mr. Winston will discuss pertinent school issues
affecting our neighborhood: the school boardds
continuing support for Spring Harbor Middle
School, district changes under consideration
that will affect some parts of our area, and the
school referendum in November. There will be
a short question and answer period following
his presentation.

Alderman Noel Radomski and County Supervisor
Brett Hulsey will give individual reports on
issues affecting our neighborhood.

There are a number of motions for consideration
by association members regarding the pnancial
status of the Spring Harbor Neighborhood
Association. SHNA has grown over the years and
the Board recommends that we pursue formal
non-propt status. This involves a few changes
to the bylaws to pt non-propt rules, a federal
and state application, and might require we
seek professional assistance on the application
process. At the meeting, we will cover what the
process involves and vote on actions needed.

Several motions will also be proposed to
our bylaws to increase the number of board
members to eleven to include the immediate
past SHNA president, and to formalize the
president act as chair of the Board.

Additionally at our fall membership meeting,
Shary Bisgard will summarize the presentation
made to the SHNA board on October 5 by city
staff. At the boardds request, Alderman Noel
Radomski invited Mark Olinger, Director of the
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citys Planning and Development _ -~
Department, Brad Murphy, the Planning
Unit director and Matt Tucker, the zoning
administrator, to discuss the process the city
uses to approve redevelopment proposals on
the lakefront and harbor so that the board
could better understand how the cityés current
shoreland zoning ordinance isimplemented. An
invitation to attend the meeting was sent via
the SHNA email list and there was a substantial
turnout.

City staff also described a proposed neighbor-
hood conservation district ordinance which
the Plan Commission and the Common Council
will consider this fall. A question and answer
period followed the staff presentation. Since
the proposed conservation overlay will be
voluntary and requires consensus, the board
does not currently plan to continue discussion
of this ordinance.

If you are interested in learning more about
the meeting, the minutes will be posted on
the SHNA website in a few weeks.

Halloween Party Canceled This Year
We regret to announce there will be no SHNA-
sponsored childrends Halloween party because
no one volunteered to chair the event. Wedd
be delighted to again sponsor a Halloween
party for our neighborhoodés children in 2007.
In order to continue this event, however, we
need either one or several individuals to take
responsibility for hosting the party, and other
volunteers willing to help.

If you would be willing to chair/co-chair the
childrents Halloween party next year, email
Shary Bisgard at sharybisgard@charter.net or

call her at 233-1238. /"\/
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Madison School Board Update by President Johnny Winston, Jr.

Over the past few months, the Madison School Board has made several major decisions that
affected district policy. As school board president, | know these decisions have an effect on our
students, staff and community. | would like to give you an update on these decisions.

First, the board unanimously passed the $333 million dollar budget for the 2006-07 school year.
Notable budget amendments included the 5™ grade student strings program to be offered two
times per week; restoration of some of the elementary library pages; a high school program for
struggling students called oConnectdé and the purchase of a garbage truck to end the threat of
privatization of this service. In addition, the board also approved community services funding for
Kasjiab House and the Gay Straight Alliances for Safe Schools. This year, because of state imposed
revenue limits, the board cut around $6 million dollars from the operating budget.

These cuts have a negative effect on our school district. The Madison Metropolitan School District,
like every other public school district in this state, has a very difpcult challenge with the state
imposed revenue limits. The revenue limits allow a district to increase spending by only 2.6%
every year. The percentage of everything else needed to operate the school district such as
salaries, benepts, equipment, textbooks and utilities continue to increase beyond 2.6%. This
leaves a 0gapd in the budget, which in order to make up, means the district has to cut services or
ask local taxpayers to increase their property taxes for operating expenses to exceed the revenue
cap via voter referendum. The board also has to ask voters to approve new building projects as
well, which will happen this fall.

On November 7, a $23.5 million building referendum will be on the ballot. This referendum is
a long-range solution to alleviate overcrowding in the West and Memorial high school attendance
areas. If voters approve the referendum, a new elementary school will be built in Linden Park
(far west side); money will be available outside of the operating budget to pay for a much needed
cafeteria and remodeling of the over-capacity Leopold elementary school and the repnancing
of past building loans to provide some relief under the revenue limits to reduce the amount of
budget cuts the following year. The pscal impact for an average Madison home of $239,400 will
mean raising school district taxes an extra $29.21 a year.

The board also made other policy decisions. A wellness policy was developed that will prohibit
the sale of soft drinks at local high schools in favor of milk, bottled water and 100% juices. It will
also stop the sale of junk food during the school day that puts school cafeterias in competition
with school stores or vending machines. The board also approved advertising and sponsorship
policies that could generate much needed revenue for programs which are often most vulnerable
to budget cuts. Lastly, the board approved a policy that allows animals to be used in the classroom
by teachers in their educational curriculum but also protects students that have allergies or other
safety concerns.

In closing, good policymaking is important. A strong school district is essential to the vitality
of our community. Madison is a wonderful place and studies have shown that Madison schools
consistently rank as one of the top reasons why people want to live here. Thank you for your
interest and support of the Madison Metropolitan School District.



Thank You For Your Donations!
Below is a list of those who have generously contributed to our work since our last
newsletter. Thank you for supporting your neighborhood and our many projects

and activities.

Ron & Vaira Akselis

John & Betty Batson

Fran Beach

Walter & Sandra Borowski
Clair & Doris Burgdorff

Geke DeVries & Herman Felstehausen

Sue Dottl

Deb Durcan & Eli Schmukler
Rae Erdahl

Greg Glynn

Ken & Eleanor Goss

Mike & Marge Hallenbeck
Terry & Diana Hollenback
Joe & Lori House

Rudy Korte

Leah & Bob Levy Kutcher
Jay & Janet Loewi

Don & Alayne Macaulay
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Catherine Martin

Jay & Joan Martin

Bob & Pam McDonald
Richard McKenzie

Matt & Rachel Metzger
Carlton & Elma Metzloff
Kyle & Liz Metzloff

Guy Meyer & Tracey Boyce
Al & Carol Miller

David & Morgan Mortensen
Budi & Julie Nara

Baxter & Kay Newton
Richard & Mary Olson
Douglas & Joan Pahl

Paul & Lori Peppard

Don & Audrey Peterson
Wilfred & Ardith Pierick
Paul & Elinor Pinkert
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Doug & Mary Kay Reinemann
William Schlotthauer

Garth & Karen Scott

Barbara Sella

Csanad & Jennifer Siklos
Elizabeth Stager

Robert & Judith Taylor

Mark Thompson & Jane Stimac
Nick & Judy Topitzes

Robert & Judy Tuttle

Kae Walker & Richard Dewitt
David & Edyie Walther

Len & Dagny Warmanem
George & Juliaanne Warren
Joseph & Louise Wiesenfarth
Tom Yin & Lillian Tong
Charles & Helen Zidek
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