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President’s Corner    
It’s that time of year again. The days are
getting longer. School is out for the summer.
We look forward to seeing many of you at the
annual July 4th parade and picnic. 

We had a great turnout at the All-Neighbor
Spring meeting this April. We also conducted 
annual elections for board positions. Results 
of the election are: 

Taylor Konkle, President
Jach Seaborne, Vice President

Joan Martin, Treasurer
Kate Eberhard, Secretary

Area Directors: Liz Freitick, Area 1; Art 
Pratt, Area 2; Sue Alban, Area 3; Faith Fitz-
patrick, Area 4; Taylor Konkel, Area 5; Stan 
Fuka, Area 6.

A big thank you to all the folks who have 
been volunteering around the neighborhood 
for things like the spring cleanup, rain garden 
maintenance, and organizing/setup for July 
4th activities. Your time and effort is what 
helps make this a great community.

I’d also like to point out that the associa-
tion would greatly appreciate your support 
by renewing your membership, becoming a 
member, and/or contributing a donation. The 
association relies on these sources of funds, 
and at the moment the association is using 
reserves to help cover the costs of events. 
If you enjoy these events, please consider a 
contribution if you have not already.
 

Decorate your bike, your wagon or stroller! 
Everyone is invited to the Spring Harbor 
Neighborhood Association’s 4th of July 
Parade and Picnic. 

11:00: NEW THIS YEAR: The parade, led 
by the antique fire truck, will begin at the 
corner of Baker Avenue and Lake Mendota 
Drive.  It will proceed down Lake Mendota 
Drive to Spring Harbor Park.  

11:30-ish: Games in Spring Harbor Park 
including balloon toss, three-legged race, 
wheelbarrow race and more for neighbors of 
all ages.

Noon: Potluck — Please bring a dish to 
share. Grilled brats and hotdogs, (meat or 
vegetarian) popsicles, water, and lemonade 
will be provided. Please bring your own cups, 
plates and eating utensils, and a blanket or 
chair to sit on.  There will be plenty of room 
to spread out on blankets and chairs under 
the shade of the trees. 

At the picnic, there will be an opportunity 
to pay SHNA membership dues which 
help support the picnic and the many 
projects and activities of the neighborhood 
association.

We look forward to seeing you on the 4th of 
July!  (There is no rain date).

June 2026

Garlic Mustard

SHNA Fourth of July 
Parade and Picnic

www.SpringHarborOnline.com       www.facebook.com/springharborneighborhood
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		  School’s gardens and the Forward Food 
Pantry. If you’re interested in joining 
us, please contact Joan Martin at 608-
239-8408 or jmartin2701@gmail.com for 
more information. We’d be pleased to 
have you as a member.  

Weed Wrenches and Dandelion Pullers 
The Indian Hills Garden Club purchased 
two Weed Wrenches and two Fiskars’ 
Dandelion Pullers for neighborhood 
residents to use. The weed wrench is 
useful to remove invasive trees and 
shrubs from your property. The smaller 
wrench will remove woody plants with 
main stems up to one inch diameter, the 
other will pull stems up to two inches. 
Directions are provided. Both the Weed 
Wrenches and the Dandelion Pullers will 
help to save the environment by not 
using toxic chemicals to control these 
weeds. Expect to return the tools within 
2 or 3 days so other neighborhood resi-
dents can borrow them. To borrow either 
tool, please contact Liz Freitick at
efreitick@gmail.com

We’ve changed our name!  After more 
than 50 years as the Indian Hills Garden 
Club, the members voted this spring 
to change our name to the Spring Har-
bor Garden Club.  While residents in 
the Spring Harbor neighborhood have 
always been welcome to join us, the 
name change better reflects the area 
we serve.

Our 2026 Olbrich Gardens tour will be 
in June and we’ve scheduled an Allen 
Gardens tour for July as well as host-
ing a second neighborhood garden tour. 
In September, we’ll volunteer to spend 
an afternoon helping out, as we did 
last year, at the Forward Food Pantry 
Garden.  Several other summer and fall 
events are in the planning stages along 
with our annual brunch.  For the fall, an 
October tour of Holy Wisdom’s prairie 
is planned as well as holding our annual 
business meeting in which we determine 
the money we will vote to allocate to 
local garden and environmental orga-
nizations such as Spring Harbor Middle 

    Indian Hills Garden Club

Beach and Lake Water Quality
         Before Swimming:

•	 Always look at the water around you before you get in. Conditions can change quickly, and a 
test result may not always reflect the current water quality.

•	 Avoid swimming after a heavy rain because bacteria levels in the water may be high.
•	 Avoid contact with blue-green algae blooms (external). They may look blue-green, green, 

reddish-purple, or brown, and cause the water to be murky.
•	 Do not swim or let your pet swim if signs say the water is closed for swimming due to blue-

green algae blooms or high bacteria levels.
•	 Learn more at the Madison Public Health  blog post!

https://publichealthmdc.com/blog/2024-06-12/how-clean-is-the-water-at-local-beaches


Please join us in keeping our 9 public terrace rain gardens weed free.  It is a great opportunity 
to learn more about native perennials and common weed species. We need more volunteers to 
keep the monthly weeding relatively quick and fun. Our weeding events are generally the 2nd 
Saturday of the month at 9 am but sometimes the date varies. We also do weeding on our own 
when comfortable.  Bring gloves, a shovel, and maybe some clippers. City Engineering will be 
sending out a contractor to remove some of the more noxious weeds like poison hemlock.
Contact Faith Fitzpatrick (fafitzpa@gmail.com) with questions. Tentative dates:

	 June 13		  September 12
	 July 11		  October  10
	 August 8

We are most in need of leaders for the two school 
gardens and the Beach parking lot. You don’t have 
to be an expert to be a lead, just help coordinate 
the weeding. 

 

Save the Date:
The Spring Harbor Neighborhood Association 

is proud to sponsor the end of summer 
	 		       Concert in the Park on Labor Day 

                     September 7th, from 4 to 6 p.m. at Spring Harbor Park  
Everyone is invited!

Pack a picnic and enjoy music by local musicians with family 
and friends. If the weather looks dubious, check the SHNA 
website(below) for up-to-date concert information. There 
will be no rain location; in case of inclement weather, the 	

				    event will be canceled. Hope to see you there!
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Lake Mendota Drive (LMD) Community Terrace Rain Gardens

http://www.springharboronline.com/ 



Kiosk
We hope you enjoyed our winter ki-
osk blurb looking back at some notes 
our Friends have left in our Park Log.  
Watch for our next one coming up fo-
cusing on lake water levels. 

PR
 Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook.  
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-
Merrill-Spring-366885473435529

Thank You to all who renewed or joined 
FMS this Spring. To Join or Renew your 
membership for 2026 [Friend($10), Sup-
porter($25) or Patron($50)], send a check 
made out to “Friends of Merrill Spring” to: 
	 Friends of Merrill Spring
    	 c/o Alice Erickson
         5109 Spring Ct
         Madison, WI 5370

 News From the Friends (FMS)….

PARK CARE – With a lot of help we had a 
good workday in early May. The streambed 
was repaired after the winter damage from 
the ice shoves. Also, a good bit of cleaning 
in the stream bed and the cistern.  Another 
workday has followed while we try to get as 
much algae as possible out of the cistern.

TEEJOP ARTWORK (Madison Arts Commis-
sion in collaboration with the Ho-Chunk). 
Gene Delcourt was a guest at our last FMS 
Board meeting and he filled us in more on his 
installation which will be located in Merrill 
Springs Park from August until November.  
Gene is a wood sculptor (also the founder 
of the Harry Whitehorse International Wood 
Sculpture Festive – this year June 19-27 
on Lake Monona) and will be installing his 
sculpture of an Indigenous person carving 
a dug-out canoe. It’s the perfect setting to 
recall the 16 canoes that were found off-
shore between 2022 and 2025 with the old-
est dating back 5,200 years. There will likely 
be celebrations and news as the installation 
draws closer.  After November, there is the 
opportunity for the park to become a perma-
nent home for the sculpture with permission 
from Madison Parks and sufficient funds. 
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Earth Day 

Garlic Mustard Pull 

and Clean-Up

Thank you to all twenty volun-
teers who pulled garlic mustard, 
picked up trash and spruced up 
the gardens in the park and at 
the beach this past April!  You 
are encouraged to pull garlic 
mustard and pick up garbage 
in any of our public spaces any-
time you have the opportunity.  

https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Merrill-Spring-366885473435529

https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Merrill-Spring-366885473435529

https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Merrill-Spring-366885473435529
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Dane County Board 					   
District 10 Supervisor 
Keith Furman

It is an honor to begin a new two-year term representing our community on the Dane County 
Board. Thank you for your continued trust and support.

This term, I will serve as Chair of the Public Protection and Judiciary Committee. This com-
mittee provides vital oversight for: the Sheriff’s Department, District Attorney, Clerk of Courts, 
Juvenile Court, Family Court Services, Pretrial Services, Emergency Management, Public Safety 
Communications, Office of Justice Reform, Medical Examiner, and Corporation Counsel. I will 
also serve on the Airport Commission, Community Justice Council, Opioid Settlement Subcom-
mittee, and as Vice-Chair of the Broadband Task Force.

Managing a Structural Budget Deficit
We face a serious fiscal challenge ahead. In February, County Controller Chuck Hicklin project-
ed a $31.8 million operating deficit for the 2027 budget, driven by slowing sales tax growth, 
rising health insurance costs, and a sharp decline in available year-end surplus funds (dropping 
from $58.9 million applied in 2025 to just $7 million projected for 2027).

An April audit brought some relief, identifying unspent resources that lowered the projected 
2027 gap to $15 million. While encouraging, this structural shortfall remains severe. Because 
county expenses are growing faster than revenues, there is projected likely ongoing annual 
gaps of $5M to $7M after 2027. We cannot rely on one-time fixes; we need real, lasting opera-
tional changes. I am committed to insisting on responsible, long-term fiscal stewardship.

Proposed Ice Safety Regulations (Chapter 71)
The County Board will soon vote on updated rules for icebound inland waters, developed 
through extensive public hearings. Key proposed changes include:

•	 Allowing registered recreational vehicles (ATVs, UTVs, snowmobiles) on icebound waters.
•	 Removing existing vehicle weight restrictions and flotation requirements.
•	 Requiring life jackets (PFDs) for anyone riding in a vehicle on the ice.
•	 Creating uniform rules for all icebound waters across Dane County.

Please feel free to reach out to me via email at furman.keith@danecounty.gov, or by phone at 
608-912-0000. You can also keep up with my work by following my blog at 
https://keith.li/d10blog.



Need some help? Helpers aged 12 to 18 are available for a variety of tasks in
the categories below. Feel free to contact directly. Interested in helping out the
neighborhood? You could be asked to mow lawns, shovel snow, water plants/gardens,
lay mulch, walk dogs, cat sit and babysit. (Parents, always know for whom your child is
working and where.) Please contact Kiki Foget at kikifoget@mac.com or 608-772-6448 to
be listed in the online edition of the SHNA newsletter and on the SHNA listserv. We are looking 
for a replacement facilitator for the Bulletin Board. Please contact efreitick@gmail.com if 
interested.
			 
			   Child Care/Babysitting

	 Lila Digman 				    Rachel.wepner@gmail.com
	 Finja Phaneuf 			   silke.nc@gmail.com
	 lexandra Tiefenthaler 		  allison.tiefen@gmail.com

			   Mother’s Helper
				    Laurel Streekstra 			   streekstra2@gmail.com
				    Jacob Sulman  			   sulmanjacoba@gmail.com
			   Yardwork or Household Chores
				    Paul Digman 				   Pauldigman10@gmail.com
				    Daniel Sulman 			   drsulman@madison.k12.wi.us
				    Aaron Streekstra 			   astreekstra@madison.k12.wi.us
				    Grant Tranowski 			   aarnoldussen@gmail.com
				    Theodore Tranowski 		  aarnoldussen@gmail.com
				    Jacob Sulman 			   sulmanjacoba@gmail.com
			   Pet sitting
				    Daniel Digman			   Rachel.wepner@gmail.com
				    Finja Phaneuf 			   silke.nc@gmail.com
				    Daniel Sulman 			   drsulman@madison.k12.wi.us
				    Jacob Sulman			   sulmanjacoba@gmail.com
			   Pet Walking
				    Daniel Digman			   Rachel.wepner@gmail.com
				    Abusha Foget 			   kikifoget@mac.com				 
				    Finja Phaneuf 			   silke.nc@gmail.com
				    Daniel Sulman 			   drsulman@madison.k12.wi.us
				    Jacob Sulman			   sulmanjacoba@gmail.com

Hey Middle Schoolers and High Schoolers,
Looking for a way to advertise your babysitting, pet care or lawn care services? We can let
members of the Spring Harbor Neighborhood Association (SHNA) know that you are avail-
able to help out by putting your name and email in the SHNA newsletter and sending it out
to the SHNA listserve. People who need help will contact you directly. You can list your
name under as many categories as you like and listings are free. Send your information to
Kiki Foget, kikifoget@mac.com.
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SHNA Board of Directors
President 	 Taylor Konkle
		  Taylor.Konkle28@gmail.com
Vice President Zach Seaborne
		  Zachattax94@gmail.com
Treasurer 	 Joan Martin
		  jmartin2701@gmail.com			 
Secretary 	 Kate Eberhard
		  kate.eberhard8@gmail.com

Area Directors
Area 1 	 Liz Freitick
		  efreitick@gmail.com
Area 2 	 Art Pratt
		  pratt99@gmail.com
Area 3 	 Sue Alban
		  susan.g.alban@gmail.com
Area 4 	 Faith Fitzpatrick
	 	 fafitzpa@gmail.com
Area 5 	 Taylor Konkle	
		  taylorkonkle24@gmail.com
Area 6 	 Stan Fuka
		  stanfuka@gmail.com
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Resident Food Scrap Drop-Off Locations

At over 30%, Organics such as food and yard waste are one 
of the largest waste streams entering the Dane County 
landfill. To recycle these resources, Dane County Depart-
ment of Waste + Renewables has partnered with Purple 
Cow Organics to compost organic materials diverted from 
the landfill. Learn more below about how residents can 
participate! 

In partnership with host municipalities, the Dane County 
Department of Waste + Renewables is collecting food 
scraps from FREE residential drop-off locations across 

Dane County for composting at Purple Cow Organics.

Community drop-off locations are open now in Madison, Middleton, Verona, Fitchburg, 
Mount Horeb and McFarland. To view the current Scrap Stop Locations, visit this Google 
Maps page: https://tinyurl.com/Scrap-Stop-Map.  Open the link below to complete the
			 
				    Food Scrap Stop User Registration Form

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=fR4u5x9gAUKd4XooApe4ELIqO4SXno5PjcXdgHgmE8dURU9KTjJMUjdNMVdTNTNOVE0zMlNJMDU4QS4u&route=shorturl


Spring Harbor Neighborhood Association

          Join using the form below, make check payable to Spring Harbor Neighborhood      	      
        Association (SHNA) and mail your check and membership form to the SHNA Treasurer.

Joan Martin
1701 Camelot Dr.
Madison, 53705 

Mmbership dues are $20 per household and are annual.

   	 Membership Dues                   		   $_______
   	 Donations are welcome          		   $_______
  		 Donation, neighborhood parks
   		  and greenspaces	        	        	  $_______		

	 TOTAL ENCLOSED                		  $_______ 
	 Name _________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________email__________________________
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Pay dues online with CHEDDARUP:

The work of the SHNA is done through committees; help SHNA serve our neighborhood.

Please check your interests.  	
July 4th Picnic and Parade		           ___
Serve on Board of Directors	                     ___
Deliver SHNA newsletter 3x a year             ___
Clean Up Day/ and Garlic Mustard Pull       ___

https://spring-harbor-neighborhood.cheddarup.com

Pay dues online with QR code:

Become a member or renew your membership

	       Join and pay online with either QR code or with Cheddarup.

Serve on a SHNA committee	         	        
Historic Preservation	           ___

Parks and Natural Resources   ___

Halloween Party                    ___

Yard Sale	   		            ___
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