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President’s Corner    
Matt Seib, President

October 2025  

All Neigborhood 
Fall Meeting

Thursday, October 23, 7:00 pm
Spring Harbor Middle 

School Library
Dr. Amy Rosebrough, 

Wisconsin State Archaeologist 
presenting 

“Anciet Trials, Ancient Tales: 
Archaeology of Teejop.”

Happy Fall everyone. I hope you’re enjoying the 
cooler temperatures and fall colors as much as I am. 
And now that we’re in October, its time for our next 
neighborhood association all-neighbor meeting, which 
will be held at 7:00 pm on Thursday, October 23, 
at the Spring Harbor Middle School library. We’ll be 
hosting Dr. Amy Rosebrough, the state archaeologist, 
who will be presenting on some of the recent findings 
in our area. Please note there is no potluck with this 
event and it is not set up to provide childcare or ac-
commodate young children.

And not to leave out the kids… The Halloween Parade 
and Carnival is returning! Please join us November 1. 
The costume parade starts at 2 pm at the triangle on 
Laurel Crest and will end at the Spring Harbor Middle 
School gym for the Halloween Carnival. This event is 
especially for all the little kiddos in the neighborhood. 
And yes, we know this is the day after Halloween… it’s 
the closest Saturday and the best time to rent the gym.

Looking back over the summer, I’d like to say thank 
you to everyone who helped put together the 4th of 
July festivities and the Labor Day Concert in the Park. 
There are many folks who helped make these events 
happen. A very special thank you goes out to Joan 
Martin, who did much of the organizing and setup 
for these events, in addition to serving as association 
Treasurer. I’d also like to say thank you to everyone who 
has helped weed and maintain the community rain gar-
dens along Lake Mendota Drive, and a special thank you 
to Faith Fitzpatrick for continuing to lead that effort.

I’d also like to point out that the association would 
greatly appreciate your support by renewing your 
membership, becoming a member, and/or contribut-
ing a donation. The association relies on these 

Labor Day Concert
Over 100 people gathered at 
Spring Harbor Park on Labor Day 
afternoon to enjoy the concert by 
the band Famous Norma. The band 
members included Josh Anderson, 
Mike Fienen, Susanna Fischer, Joel 
Janosky and Yoshio Leeper. A few 
of the songs played were covers 
by The Band, Waxahatchee, Bruce 
Springsteen and Bob Dylan. Neigh-
bors enjoyed picnic offerings, 
sang along to music and visited 
with family and friends. Children 
enjoyed dancing, the park play-
ground equipment and having 
some fun running around the park. 
It was a wonderful way to end the 
summer season.
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President’s Corner from page 1
sources of funds, and at the moment the asso-
ciation is using reserves to help cover the costs 
of events. If you enjoy these events, please 
consider a contribution if you have not already.
I’d like to let folks know that we can expect 
some more road construction in the neighbor-
hood. The City’s upcoming capital budget is 
expected to include projects to reconstruct 
Capital Ave in 2026 and Norman Way in 2027 
(both from University to Lake Mendota Drive). 
Since the budget has not been approved yet, 
these projects are not guaranteed, and City 
Engineering has not yet begun any work on 
them. I know many neighbors are eager for 
more information and for opportunity to pro-
vide input. I am planning to organize an infor-
mational meeting in early November to provide 
more details as they may become available. 
Please check the association website for up-
dates in the near future.

Lasty, we are still looking for someone to fill 
the role of vice president on the association 
board. This is a great way to get involved in 
the neighborhood. Please let me know if you 
are curious or interested, 
springharborpresident@gmail.com.
		

Invasive Species Alert!
Porcelain Berry (Ampelopsis brevipedun-
culata) is a prohibited invasive species 
in Wisconsin. Its presence in the state is 
mainly on the west side of Madison, in-
cluding in our neighborhood.  Fall is an 
excellent time to check your yard for this 
pest! This time of year is excellent to 
identify porcelain berry and distinguish it 
from similar-looking native vines like wild 
grape (Vitis) and Virginia creeper (Parthe-
nocissus.) 

If we act now to eradicate this invasive 
plant, we can prevent further spread and 
damage to our local ecosystems. If you’d 
like help confirming identification of por-
celain berry on your property or advice on 
control, help is available! 

Contacts:
Ryan O’ Connor 
(Wis DNR, and Glen Oak Hills neighbor)
ryanp.oconnor@wisconsin.gov
Cara Streekstra 
(Indian Hills resident, UW Botany)
streekstra@wisc.edu

For professional invasive species control 
services, Good Oak Ecological Services has 
local experience with porcelain berry.

All Neighborhood Meeting 
Presentation
The Spring Harbor Neighborhood 
Association is pleased to sponsor 
an evening with Dr. Amy Rosebrough, 
the State Archaeologist for Wiscon-
sin. Dr. Rosebrough is an expert on 
Wisconsin’s ancient effigy mound 
builders. She will give an update on 
canoes recovered from Lake Medota 
and give a presentation entitled 
“Ancient Trails, Ancient Tales:The Ar-
chaeology of Teejop.” We hope many 
of you will join us.
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Hi Neighbors,
The Dane County Budget
This is a busy time of year as the County 
Board works on approving the budget for 
2026. I want to share information on the 
county’s financial situation and upcoming 
budget process. 

The 2025 Adopted Operating and Capital 
Budget has total combined expenditures 
and revenue of $926,179,104. A large 
portion of our revenue comes from out-
side revenue ($415,596,636) and county 
property tax ($260,451,849). The biggest 
expenses are Health & Human Services 
(39.6%) and Public Safety & Criminal Jus-
tice (21.5%).

Looking ahead to the 2026 Budget, Dane 
County faces a $31 million structural defi-
cit. The County Executive has requested a 
4% base reduction from departments and 
asked them to refrain from requesting new 
staff positions or major capital projects. 
There are several upcoming public hear-
ings on the budget, and I encourage you to 
participate:

•	 October 9-30: Standing Committee 
Meetings on Agency Budgets (link to full 
schedule below)

•	 October 20 at 7:00 pm: Public Hearing 
on the 2026 Dane County budget

•	 November 3 at 6:00 pm: Public Hearing 
on Personnel and Finance Committee 
budget recommendations

Find more details about the budget process 
at https://board.danecounty.gov/budget.

Discriminatory Deeds
Did you know that 4,200 properties in 
Dane County have a historic discrimina-

tory document buried 
in their records, in-
cluding some in the 
Spring Harbor area? 
The County launched a 
project, called “Preju-
dice in Places,” to 

raise awareness about this history of 
structural racism. I discovered my own 
deed has a discriminatory covenant, 
which says, “said premises shall never 
be sold or leased to people of African 
descent”. While these covenants are 
no longer legally enforceable, the 
project has identified and mapped 
them. Learn more at https://www.
danecountyplanning.com/Prejudice-
in-Places and see if your home has a 
discriminatory covenant. You can get 
assistance in removing these deed re-
strictions from 
CloseWithPurpose.org.

Contact Me
I welcome your feedback and ques-
tions. Please feel free to reach out to 
me via email at furman.keith@dane-
county.gov, or by phone at 608-912-
0000. You can also keep up with my 
work by following my blog at 
https://keith.li/d10blog.

SHNA would greatly appreciate your 
support with a donation. The July 4th 
Parade and Picnic, Labor Day Concert 
in the Park and the Halloween Parade 
and Carnaval rely on your contribu-
tions (along with yearly membership 
payment) in order to continue our 
events the neighborhood enjoys.

        Dane County Supervisor, District 10				   Keith Furman
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tions rooted in Teejop history next year.  
Seven artists from a pool of 16 are now 
moving forward with their proposals. 
You can find out more about this project 
at: https://captimes.com/entertain-
ment/arts/seven-artists-move-ahead-
in-madison-indigenous-art-project/
article_b898241b-1eb6-426b-9b80-
2d6c21441279.html

Park Care – Lots of cleaning in the 
cistern and streambed have continued 
to provide a place of peace and beauty 
for all to enjoy. Wildlife and birds seen 
at the park include – Belted Kingfishers, 
Great Blue and Green Herons, owls and 
hawks, a variety of migrating Warblers 
and more! A helpful website is:
 https://ebird.org/home

Kiosk — Our next blurb should be com-
ing out soon. If you haven’t visited the 
kiosk lately, the summer blurb was a 
reminder to help reduce light pollution 
near the park and other wildlife areas.  
Visit https://darksky.org/what-we-do/
advancing-responsible-outdoor-lighting/  
for ways you can help.

PR:  Don’t forget to follow us on 
Facebook.  https://www.face-
book.com/Friends-of-Merrill-
Spring-366885473435529
Thank You to all who renewed or joined 
FMS this Spring. To Join or Renew your 
membership for 2025 [Friend($10), 
Supporter($25) or Patron($50)], send a 
check made out to “Friends of Merrill 
Spring” to:   
 Friends of Merrill Spring
       c/o Alice Erickson
            	 5109 Spring Ct
           	 Madison, WI 53705

  
News From the Friends (FMS)….

Park View Easement Amendment -
A new view easement amendment for 
the park was approved by both the Board 
of Parks Commissioners and the Madison 
Common Council. The Friends of Mer-
rill Spring Board participated in City 
Parks and Council meetings held in May, 
August, and September to oppose the 
amendment. We presented documenta-
tion showing that the new view easement 
is wider, lower and more open than the 
original. The amendment also imposes 
height limitations on vegetation – includ-
ing shrubs and trees – ranging from 4 
feet at the top of the hill to 10 feet at the 
shoreline in the eastern half of the park.  
We opposed the amended view ease-
ment because the existing information on 
the survey and in photos (including imag-
es of a former 2 story cottage and mature 
oaks taken at the time of the sale), were 
not considered in the decision-making 
process.  The changes impact park users 
and wildlife affecting privacy, light pollu-
tion, and habitat.

Teejop Artwork Expected Next Year 
Merrill Springs (along with Spring Harbor 
Park) is one of the 5 sites which has been 
selected to host temporary art installa-
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Lake Mendota Drive (LMD) Community 
Terrace Rain Gardens 

 An enormously BIG THANK YOU to volunteers 
Jessie, Jana, Teresa, Alice, Kim, Janet, Jessica, 
Michael, Marie, Patrice, Karin, King, Joan, and 
Susan that have been weeding the rain gardens 
over the summer months! We’ve put in over 60 
hours this season! The plants have really grown 
in and it has been great to see the flower color 
changes as the season progresses. The butterflies 
and bees are liking them too. 

Volunteer weeding is the 2nd Saturday of the month at 9 am, with our last Saturday in No-
vember. If you can spare an hour that’s great, then get on to the usual Saturday activities. 
This time doesn’t always work out for everyone and volunteers are welcome to weed on 
their own time.

We are still looking for help with the two rain gardens along the terrace by Spring Harbor 
Middle School – if you know someone that might be interested, please let me know. Contact 
Faith Fitzpatrick (fafitzpa@gmail.com) with questions.

a neighborhood tour of several 
members’ gardens and enjoyed the 
annual summer brunch in August.  
In September, we were invited to 
view Forward Gardens’ bountiful 
harvest.  We invited members to 
participate in the UW Arboretum’s 
fall dragonfly walk and a westside 
hummingbird garden open house 
as well as organizing a fall luncheon 
for the members.  The annual busi-
ness meeting is in October and in 
December our holiday party is held 
to help to raise funds for our an-
nual contributions while enjoying a 
celebration of the season.

Dues are $20 a year.  If you are 
interested in joining us, please 
contact Joan Martin by phone or 
email at 608-239-8408 or 
jmartin2710@gmail.com. 

If you live within the Spring Harbor 
Neighborhood Association boundar-
ies, you are welcome to join us as we 
delve into learning more about plants 
and gardening, contribute to non-prof-
it school, garden and environmental 
local groups and maintain the public 
flower and rain gardens within our 
neighborhood.  

We began the 2025 year with our 
annual potluck in May featuring a 
speaker from Forward Gardens where 
vegetables and fruit are grown for the 
Madison Area Food Pantry.  In June we 
picnicked in Spring Harbor Park on a 
beautiful summer day and on another 
nice summer day, toured the gardens 
at Epic in Verona. In July, we toured 
the International Crane Foundation in 
Baraboo, following that up with lunch 
at a nearby restaurant. We hosted 

Indian Hills Garden Club
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Leaves contain nutrients like phosphorus 
that are harmful to our lakes and riv-
ers. They contribute to algae blooms and 
murky water.

When it rains on leaves in the road, the 
rain takes nutrients from those leaves into 
the storm drains. And the storm drains 
take the nutrients into our lakes.

You can help protect our lakes by changing 
the way you rake your leaves.

•	 Rake leaves out of the street and onto 
the terrace before it rains.

•	 Mulch leaves in your yard using a lawn 
mower.

•	 Compost leaves instead of setting them 
on the curb.

•	 Cover leaf piles to keep them from 
blowing into the street.

Compost Leaves and Yard Waste
Composting is a simple way to manage 
leaves and yard waste in your own yard 
reducing the quantity of leaves that blow 
into the street. For directions on how to 
compost visit, www.cityofmadison.com/
streets.

Mulch Leaves in Place
Use a mulching lawnmower to grind up 
leaves that fall on your lawn. Mulching 
them in place returns nutrients to the soil 
providing a source of organic fertilizer to 
your lawn.

Follow Yard Waste Pick Up Rules
Leaves and yard waste should only be 
placed on the grass terrace area near the 
road for pick up. Per the City of Madison 

Ordinance, never place leaves and 
yard waste in the street. Use com-
postable paper leaf bags or cover the 
piles with a tarp to keep leaves from 
blowing into the street and place yard 
waste out for pickup when the city is 
collecting it in your neighborhood. For 
information and city collection sched-
ules, visit:
www.cityofmadison.com/yardwaste.

Rake or Remove Leaves From Curb 
Before Rainstorm
Removing leaves from the street be-
fore it rains is the most effective way 
to keep streets leaf-free. Sign up for 
Leaf-free Streets Rain Alerts (text or 
email) this fall (Oct 1-Nov 30) remind-
ing you when its time to remove street 
leaves. Visit www.ripple-effects.com 
to sign up.

        Protect Our Lakes			 
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July 4th Parade and Picnic Highlights

The rain stopped and the sun came out just in time for the 2025 SHNA  July 4th pa-
rade and picnic. We were pleased that over 200 of our neighbors enjoyed the parade, 
games, camaraderie and summer potluck. 

The celebration was successful because of the collaborative efforts of many vol-
unteers.  A big thank you to:
•	 Giovanna and Tom Jeffries and their family who organized the supplies, recruited 

volunteers, decorated the park and ran the games.

•	 Megan Seib and Amanda Hulfuchor for decorating the park. 

•	 Matt Seib, Susan and Chris Alban and Stan Fuka setting up and monitoring the 

•	 parade route. 

•	 The Shorewood Hills EMS and Fire Asso-

ciation for once again bringing over the 

antique firetruck to lead the parade.

•	 Kate Eberhard for inviting the dignitar-

ies, ordering tables and permits and 

riding on the fire truck.

•	 David Eberhard for joining the Rissers 

on the fire truck.

•	 Liz Freitick for publicizing the event 

and distributing 9 dozen popsicles.

•	 Kathy Pearson for staffing the member-

ship table.

•	 Rick Pearson for donating the grills.

•	 Fred and Nancy Risser for once again being our parade marshals.

•	 Metcalfe’s Market for donating the hot dogs and brats.

•	 Taylor Konkle for purchasing and cutting up the watermelons.

•	 Ann Lambrecht and Ken Halfmann for grilling up over 200 hot dogs and brats.

•	 Susan and Don Lauffer for filling coolers with lemonade, water and ice. 

•	 Jay Martin for bringing the grills and tidying up the park afterwards.

•	 Joan Martin for coordinating the volunteers.

•	 Everyone who brought a dish to share; it was an impressive spread!
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Need some help? Helpers aged 12 to 18 are available for a variety of tasks in
the categories below. Feel free to contact directly. Interested in helping out the
neighborhood? You could be asked to mow lawns, shovel snow, water plants/gardens,
lay mulch, walk dogs, cat sit and babysit. (Parents, always know for whom your child is
working and where.) Please contact Kiki Foget at kikifoget@mac.com or 608-772-6448 to
be listed in the online edition of the SHNA newsletter and on the SHNA listserv.

			   Child Care/Babysitting
	 Lila Digman 				    Rachel.wepner@gmail.com
	 Finja Phaneuf 			   silke.nc@gmail.com
	 lexandra Tiefenthaler 		  allison.tiefen@gmail.com

			   Mother’s Helper
				    Laurel Streekstra 			   streekstra2@gmail.com
				    Jacob Sulman  			   sulmanjacoba@gmail.com
			   Yardwork or Household Chores
				    Paul Digman 				   Pauldigman10@gmail.com
				    Abraham Foget 			   kikifoget@mac.com
				    Daniel Sulman 			   drsulman@madison.k12.wi.us
				    Aaron Streekstra 			   astreekstra@madison.k12.wi.us
				    Grant Tranowski 			   aarnoldussen@gmail.com
				    Theodore Tranowski 		  aarnoldussen@gmail.com
				    Jacob Sulman 			   sulmanjacoba@gmail.com
			   Pet sitting
				    Abraham Foget 			   kikifoget@mac.com
				    Finja Phaneuf 			   silke.nc@gmail.com
				    Daniel Sulman 			   drsulman@madison.k12.wi.us
				    Jacob Sulman			   sulmanjacoba@gmail.com
			   Pet Walking
				    Abraham Foget 			   kikifoget@mac.com
				    Abusha Foget 			   kikifoget@mac.com
				    Finja Phaneuf 			   silke.nc@gmail.com
				    Daniel Sulman 			   drsulman@madison.k12.wi.us
				    Jacob Sulman			   sulmanjacoba@gmail.com

Hey Middle Schoolers and High Schoolers,
Looking for a way to advertise your babysitting, pet care or lawn care services? We can let
members of the Spring Harbor Neighborhood Association (SHNA) know that you are avail-
able to help out by putting your name and email in the SHNA newsletter and sending it out
to the SHNA listserve. People who need help will contact you directly. You can list your
name under as many categories as you like and listings are free. Send your information to
Kiki Foget, kikifoget@mac.com.
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Smart Winter Salting
Best Practices for Snow and Ice 

You can keep sidewalks and driveways safe this 
winter while protecting our waters by following 
these simple steps:

Shovel
Clear walkways and other areas before the 
snow turns to ice. The more snow you 
remove manually, the less salt you will have to use and the more effective it will be.

Scatter
If you use salt, scatter it so that there is space between the grains. Believe it or not, a cof-
fee mug of salt is enough to treat an entire 20-foot driveway or 10 sidewalk squares.

Switch
When pavement temperatures drop below 15 degrees, salt won’t work. Switch to sand 
for traction or a different ice melter (PDF) that works at lower temperatures.

           
SHNA Board of Directors
President 	 Matt Seib
Matt.seib@gmail.com
Vice President
Vacant
Treasurer 	 Joan Martin
jmartin2701@gmail.com
Secretary 	 Kate Eberhard
kate.eberhard8@gmail.com

Area Directors
Area 1 	 Liz Freitick
efreitick@gmail.com
Area 2 	 Art Pratt
pratt99@gmail.com
Area 3 	 Sue Alban
susan.g.alban@gmail.com
Area 4 	 Faith Fitzpatrick
fafitzpa@gmail.com
Area 5 	 Taylor Konkle	
taylorkonkle24@gmail.com
Area 6 	 Stan Fuka
stanfuka@gmail.com
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Spring Harbor Neighborhood Association

          Join using the form below, make check payable to Spring Harbor Neighborhood      	      
        Association (SHNA) and mail your check and membership form to the SHNA Treasurer.

Joan Martin
1701 Camelot Dr.
Madison, 53705 

Mmbership dues are $20 per household and are annual.

   	 Membership Dues                   		   $_______
   	 Donations are welcome          		   $_______
  		 Donation, neighborhood parks
   		  and greenspaces	        	        	  $_______		

	 TOTAL ENCLOSED                		  $_______ 
	 Name _________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________email__________________________
								             

									       

20

Pay dues online with CHEDDARUP:

The work of the SHNA is done through committees; help SHNA serve our neighborhood.

Please check your interests.  	
July 4th Picnic and Parade		           ___
Serve on Board of Directors	                     ___
Deliver SHNA newsletter 3x a year             ___
Clean Up Day/ and Garlic Mustard Pull       ___

https://spring-harbor-neighborhood.cheddarup.com

Pay dues online with QR code:

Become a member or renew your membership

	       Join and pay online with either QR code or with Cheddarup.

Serve on a SHNA committee	         	        
Historic Preservation	           ___

Parks and Natural Resources   ___

Halloween Party                    ___

Yard Sale	   		            ___
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